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Curbing
teen
pregnancy

Nurse
praise
Melrose
comeback

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

BY JEANIE BLUE

ST. PETERSBURG —
Curbing teen pregnancy
starts above the waist, it
starts with the idea that
someone cares, according to
Dr. Michael A. Carrera,
Ph.D. whose has been in the
fight to prevent teen pregnancy since 1970.
He began the Carrera
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention program in New York
more than 25 years ago as
part of the citywide Children’s Aid Society.
On Feb. 14, Dr. Carrera
was presented with the key to
St. Petersburg by the City
Council in recognition of his
lifetime work to eradicate
adolescent pregnancy.
Later that day, Carrera
met with program participants and their parents of the
Carrera Summer and Afterschool Program housed at
the Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S. The teens displayed artwork created
through the Self-Expression
component of the program.
This component utilizes the
arts to give voice to and foster
the teens’ thoughts and feelings, according to local program director, Susan Jenkins.
The next day, Carrera
spoke to an audience of 150
people at the Bayfront Medical Center sharing his message with pediatricians,
public health officials, nurses
and anyone interested in
stopping the unfortunate phenomena of teen pregnancy.
“In a nutshell,” Carrera
said, “you cannot educate
anyone out of having prema-

Staff Writer

Unlike 1-800-ASK-GARY or 1-800-411-PAIN, Hughes lives and works in her target community.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Dianne Hughes has been a
staple in the community for
decades. Like most longtime
south county residents, she
journeyed along the familiar
trek throughout her school
years, Campbell Park Elementary, 16th Street Junior
High, then Gibbs High
School.
So what makes Hughes
stand out? Her willingness to
persevere during even the
toughest of times, and her
unwillingness to accept defeat.
Before even moving to
St. Petersburg when she was

six, Hughes was no stranger
to hard times. Abandoned on
a porch in an old rocking
chair at the age of three, she
knows what it’s like to be different.
“My mama gave me
away,” she recalled “There
were eight girls, she gave
away six.”
Fortunately for Hughes,
she was taken in and although her adoptive parents
have gone home to God,
Hughes couldn’t imagine
what her life would have
been like without them.
“I thank God for them
coming and getting me,” she
said.
In fact, God is the driving
force in her life. Her faith in

His power and guidance has
never steered Hughes off
the beaten path and she
credits Him for helping her
through some rough situations.
“I’ve had my share of ups
and downs, but through it all
God has brought me
through,” Hughes rejoiced
as she explained how even
with the cards seemingly
stacked against her, she
never turned to drugs, alcohol, or crime. “I always try to
do right.”
Not even aware she had
any siblings until she was 14,
Hughes has a roll with it attitude. A member of the
church even in her youth,
she traveled to Springhill to

take part in a statewide conMiraculously
vention.
enough, that’s where she
met her sister for the first
time. Recognized for a scar
on her face that had marked
her since before she can remember, Hughes was noticeable.
“It was time for their
church to go up. The young
lady who was sitting behind
me touched me and said,
‘What is your name?’” They
soon made plans to meet up
after the ceremony, “and it
went from there.”
Over the years, Dianne
was able to connect with the
other members of her family.

ST. PETERSBURG – District 6 City Council Chairman
Karl Nurse said that the
Mercy/Melrose neighborhood is making a comeback
in a recent interview at St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
Midtown campus.
Nurse expressed excitement with the plans to expand the Midtown campus
as well as the improvements
in the surrounding community. The campus currently
has a full student enrollment,
and with the expansion more
classes will be available at
this location.
“This is kind of the center
of what’s beginning to
change in this community,”
Nurse stated “A point of rebuilding this community.”
In the near future, SPCMidtown will acquire the
closed Jordan Park Gym located south of the campus on
the west side of 22nd Street
as well as breaking ground to
build a new building that will
expand the 13th Avenue
campus and wrap around the
Johnnie Ruth Clark Health
Center at Mercy Hospital.
The college will offer
more classrooms and student space, and also opportunities for the community to
utilize the space for meetings
and tutoring. In addition, this
project is targeting local contractors and workers which
should bring jobs to the community and serve to infuse a
positive economic impact.

See RIGHTS, page 5
See MELROSE, page 7

See CARRERA, page 3

A woman worth
celebrating
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Dr. Michael A. Carrera

ST. PETERSBURG –
Usually when people
gather to say nice things
about you it’s too late to
hear them. But the kind
words kept flowing as
one after another came to
the microphone to praise

Annie Hodges Robinson,
who by the way is still
alive and kicking.
Sat., Feb. 23 was a day
Annie and her loving family will never forget.
Packed into the St. Petersburg Museum of History, located at 335 2nd
Ave. NE, Sergeant First
See ANNIE, page 7

Annie Hodges Robinson

Karl Nurse


                                                                              

TREAT YOUR
INJURIES NOW!

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling

Sister Dianne Hughes, Medical Referral Services, LLC

• Car Accidents • Slip and Fall
• Assistance in Documenting Your Case

CALL 24/7 (727) 557-5737

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Tune in every Saturday on WRSB 1590AM at 10 a.m. for Sis. Dianne
Hughes Personal Injury Report. Hosted by Bro. Jarvis El-Amin

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
Working for a greater future

BY JOHNATHAN ALLEN

Sitting in the front row
at my high school graduation, hearing the crowd
cheer, made me think about
all the ups and downs and
about how I made it. Then
hearing my name called to
receive my diploma made
me realize how the AP®
Program impacted my education and my aspirations
for the future.

I am from a family
where education was never
really stressed. My mother
was a high school dropout
due to an unplanned pregnancy, and my father finished high school, joined
the army and is now in
prison. My siblings and I
moved from home to
home, city to city, struggling to pay bills, without a
father figure. From a
young age, I loathed the
life I was living and I promised myself that I would always strive to do well
academically, and to make
education a top priority.
What drove me to sign
up for AP classes was really my own competitiveness. I decided to enroll in
AP courses for the same
reason every other student

decides to enroll in AP —
to get college credit and
make my college applications look presentable.
However, it wasn’t until
after I was seated in my
first AP class that I realized why I NEEDED these
courses — I wanted a better life, I wanted to be successful. Unlike so many
other disadvantaged minority students, I was encouraged to take these
classes and sometimes
even pushed to excel.
Whether it was my family
or my school, I was always
given some level of support and encouraged to do
more.
I took four AP classes,
which included AP English, AP U.S. Histor y, AP
Calculus AB, and AP Gov-

ernment and Politics,
while maintaining a 4.1
GPA. My AP experience
helped me accomplish and
learn many valuable skills.
I developed self-confidence, which shaped my
expectations for the future
by giving me the strength
necessary to explore. After
enrolling in my AP
courses, I decided to run
for president of my high
school’s medical academy
and, much to my surprise,
I won. I soon learned that
the AP Program was not
just a name for an academic program; it became
symbolic of ever ything I
stood for: hard work, dedication and a commitment
to excellence. Perhaps
most importantly, the AP
Program opened up a

whole new world of academics.
Thanks to the encouragement from my teachers, administrators, friends
and, most of all, my family,
I became convinced that
my dream — to become a
pediatrician — would become a reality. Because my
district and my school
gave me the opportunity to
take AP classes and provided the money for me to
take the AP Exams, I knew
that I had the potential to
enroll in and to graduate
from college. Thanks to
my experiences in the AP
Program, I know that I can
compete and succeed in a
college environment. I
now attend Polk State College (enrolled in the Honors Program), where the

curriculum is ver y challenging. My next step is to
transfer to the University
of Central Florida next fall
and continue my studies in
health science. Because of
my continued success in
AP classes, I know that I
can and will be successful.
As a young African American man, college was
never a promise. It was
merely a dream that I
grabbed onto and never let
go. For the hundreds of
thousands of high school
students in this countr y
who have a vision for a
brighter future, ask your
teacher or school counselor about AP — it could
change your life.
Johnathan Allen is a
freshman at Polk State College in Winter Haven.

ceives the same or similar
rewards, regardless of education, effort and willingness to take risk,” Romney
charged. “Once we thought
‘entitlement’ meant that
Americans were entitled to
the privilege of trying to
succeed in the greatest
country in the world. Americans fought and died to
earn and protect that entitlement. But today the new
entitlement battle is over
the size of the check you
get from Washington.”
That was a callous lie. In
fact, the CBPP study notes,
“Federal budget and Census data show that, in 2010,
91 percent of the benefit
dollars from entitlement
and other mandatory programs went to the elderly
(people 65 and over), the
seriously disabled, and
members
of
working
households. People who
are neither elderly nor disabled – and do not live in a
working household – received only 9 percent of the
benefits.”
Moreover, the study
found, “the vast bulk of that
9 percent goes for medical
care, unemployment insurance benefits (which individuals must have a

significant work history to
receive), Social Security
survivor benefits for the
children and spouses of deceased workers, and Social
Security benefits for retirees between ages 62 and
64. Seven out of the 9 percentage points go for one of
these four purposes.”
Contrary to public perception, it is Whites who
benefits disproportionately
from entitlements.
“Also, contrary to what
a substantial share of Americans may assume, non-Hispanic
whites
receive
slightly more than their
proportionate share of entitlement benefits,” the
CBPP study found. “NonHispanic whites accounted
for 64 percent of the population in 2010 and received
69 percent of the entitlement benefits.”
George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, is editor-in-chief of the
National Newspaper Publishers Association News Service
(NNPA.) He is a keynote
speaker, moderator, and
media coach. Curry can be
reached through his Web site,
www.georgecurry.com. You
can also follow him at
www.twitter.com/currygeorge.

Republicans advance discredited ‘entitlement’ lies

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA Columnist

Even after the White
House and Congress stagger to reach a last-minute
deal to avert yet another
budget crisis, there is a fundamental difference in approach between the Obama
administration and House
Republicans. And those two
stark approaches to governing goes to the type of
society we want to be: one
that protects the needy or
one that protects the
greedy.
Surprisingly, the Republicans’ position is crystal
clear: they favor extending
special favors to the
wealthy at the expense of
the most vulnerable in our
society.
“Republicans say that

from here on, we should do
only spending cuts, focusing on entitlement programs. But their approach
to entitlements is highly selective — they seek to cut
the entitlement programs
on the spending side of the
budget, whose benefits go
overwhelmingly to middleclass and poor families. But
they want no deficit reduction to come from the most
wasteful and inefficient of
entitlements — those embedded in the tax code,” observed Robert Greenstein,
director of the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP).
Republican leaders say
they will not budge on cutting tax expenditures, a
term for tax deductions, exclusions, credits, and other
tax preferences that disproportionately benefit the
wealthy.
“Senate
Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell
proclaimed in an op-ed … ‘I
have news for [President
Obama]: the moment that
he and virtually every other
elected Democrat in Washington signed off on the
terms of the current
arrangement, it was the last
word on taxes. That debate

is over,’” Greenstein wrote.
“Similarly, House Speaker
John Boehner’s staff declared, ‘As far as we’re concerned, the tax issue is off
the table.’ This, despite the
fact that Boehner proposed
several hundred billion dollars of additional revenues
during his negotiations
with President Obama only
a few weeks ago.”
What is it that Republicans are so adamant about
protecting?
As Greenstein notes,
“Tax expenditures cost
about $1.1 trillion a year, far
more than Social Security
or than Medicare and Medicaid combined and nearly
two-thirds more than the
total cost of all non-defense
discretionary programs.”
It is such a logical – and
fair – place to cut that Martin Feldstein, former chair
of President Reagan’s
Council of Economic Advisers, said that “cutting tax
expenditures is really the
best way to reduce government spending.”
The Urban InstituteBrookings Institution Tax
Policy Center estimates
that for tax year 2011, the
top fifth of the population
will receive 66 percent of

the $1.1 trillion in individual
tax-expenditure benefits
(the top 1 percent alone will
receive 23.9 percent of the
benefits), the middle 60
percent of the population
will receive slightly more
than 31 percent of the benefits, and the bottom 20 percent of the population will
receive only 2.8 percent.
The headline of another
CBPP report says it all:
“Contrary to ‘Entitlement
Society’ Rhetoric, Over
Nine-Tenths of Entitlement
Benefits Go to Elderly, Disabled, or Working Households.”
According to the study
issued last year: “…”More
than 90 percent of the benefit dollars that entitlement
and other mandatory programs spend go to assist
people who are elderly, seriously disabled, or members of working households
– not to able-bodied, working-age Americans who
choose not to work.”
Mitt Romney was arguing the opposite position in
a surreptitiously recorded
video that contributed to
his defeat against President
Obama.
“In Obama’s ‘entitlement society,’ everyone re-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dental clinic for low-income adults




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Parents of children struggling
do not care!
(I do not believe that myth.)
Educators, tutoring programs,
church leaders, schools and the villagecommunity have said they have tried to
get parents of struggling children to be
engaged, but the parents just will not
come!
Parents do care! Those who believe
that parents do not care fail to considerer the many obstacles and issues confronting parents on a daily basis, such
as jobs paying sustainable wages, finding affordable housing, dealing with the
stigma of being an ex-offender, and lack
of adequate family anger management
and conflict resolution skills.
With this being the case why can’t
the school district come together in a
Town-Hall setting (using a focus grouping tool) and come up with consensus
solution strategies that will result in increased parental, church, and community-village engagement.
Consider just (3) questions:
• Why parents of struggling children do not attend at least (10) meetings a year when children are not in

trouble?
• Community village: What personally are you willing to do to increase
parental engagement?
• How much time and resources are
you willing to invest?
To my readers: I have met many of
you while in the community and you
have given me much encouragement,
THANK YOU!! I need you to join the
100 Caring adults Action Committee.
Call the PSFEC.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or 727-420-1326.
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Free Men’s Health Forum
this weekend
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

TAMPA BAY – The annual Men’s Health Forum
is this weekend and you
don’t want to miss it. With
FREE parking, FREE admission, FREE screenings,
and yes, even FREE food,
it’s a must attend event.
Sure, sleeping in on Saturday mornings may be
priceless, but so is the information and the health
screenings you will receive.
It could save your life.
It all takes place Sat.,
March 9, at the University
of South Florida – Tampa
Campus Marshall Center,
located at 4202 E. Fowler
Ave. in Tampa, and promises to be an event to remember.
For 13 years, the Men’s
Health Forum, presented
by Moffitt Cancer Center,
has educated, informed,
and screened men in a variety of health related areas.
External Relations Liaison
for Moffitt Diversity Department Erika Harris is
co-chair of the event and
urges every man within ten
counties to get to the expo.
“It is a one stop shop,”
Harris explained. “You
name it; we cover all the
areas of your health.”
This year screening for
skin cancer, HIV/AIDS, diabetes, blood pressure, and
cholesterol will be available
to all men who walk
through the door and register. Prostate exam vouchers will also be given out to
those who qualify. But Harris advises men not to dawdle.
“We encourage them to
come as early as they are
able to get there,” she said.
We have over 50 exhibitors
that range from A to Z in a
lot of different resources.
The list is pretty comprehensive.”
And with breakfast and
lunch being offered for
free, why not?

The Men’s Health Expo
is open to all men, but
specifically was created to
give uninsured and underinsured men resources and
assistance in obtaining and
managing their health.
Last year’s forum statistics were staggering. Of the
nearly 500 men examined,
63 percent were uninsured
and nearly 47 percent of
men tested were diagnosed
with
pre-hypertension.
Twenty percent were identified as at-risk for diabetes
and of the 107 men who received a voucher for
prostate testing at Moffitt
Cancer Center and followed up in completing
their prostate exams, 20
had abnormal results.
Since the majority of
those tested last year were
uninsured, these life altering health issues may never
have been uncovered if it
weren’t for the Men’s
Health Forum.
This is why Harris
urges all men to come and
take charge of their health
for themselves and their
families. “Take advantage
of these free resources. It’s
all about the men. That’s
our main focus.”
Registration starts at 8
a.m. and lasts till 2 p.m. The
actual event begins at 9
a.m. continuing through
3p.m. and promises to
house something for everyone.
Sixteen providers have
signed up to help screen

those in attendance. From
St. Joseph’s Hospital, to
Wal-Mart Vision Center, to
the Moffitt Cancer Center
that provides skin screenings, all areas are covered.
“The Alzheimer’s Association does memory
screenings and can direct
them to go up and get their
memory checked,” Harris
explained of yet another
provider that will be available at the forum. “If there
is further observation in
need then resources are
provided to further that
process.”
The Veterans Association will also be on hand
with their mobile clinic.
Screenings are available for
body mass index BMI, cholesterol, flu shots, glucose,
sugar, hepatitis A, B, and C,
HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted infections, lung
function, memory, skin cancer screening, and vision.
Former
linebacker,
Shelton Quarles and the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Cheerleaders will be on
hand, so set your alarm and
head on down to take advantage of this spectacular
event. For more information on what else is offered
at the Men’s Health Forum,
go to MHFTAMPA.com
“The word is catching
on,” Harris explained. “The
key is to get men who don’t
have the resources accessible to them and take care of
them. That is our ultimate
goal.”

LARGO — A new
clinic offering dental services to low-income adults
opens on Sat., March 30 at
the Pinellas County Health
Department’s Mid-County
Center, 8751 Ulmerton
Rd., Largo.
Hours for the program
called Healthy Teeth will
be 9 - 2 p.m. Services will
be provided by volunteer
dentists. The clinic is a
partnership
between
Pinellas County Government, the Pinellas County
Health Department and
area dental associations.
Priority will be given to
clients enrolled in Pinellas
County’s Primary Care

Program and to clients
from community locations
such as free clinics. Appointments for other low-

income or uninsured
adults will be available as
time and schedules allow.

The Carrera Summer and Afterschool Program thrives
From CARRERA, page 1

ture sex or likewise, getting
pregnant.”
The program’s philosophy is that a young person
must envision themselves in
a future full of hope and
promise. For them to see
themselves in that light, they
must be supported holistically. Holistically, in this
sense, means to involve the
whole person — mind, body
and spirit.
“They have to be able to
see the value of delaying
pregnancy until after the
second decade of life,” he
continued.
Juvenile Welfare Board
(JWB) partnering with the
Pinellas County Health Department created Florida’s
only Carrera site. Pulling
students from John Hopkins
Middle School to participate, they hope this program will be a model
embraced in other Florida
cities.
According to Jenkins,
there are seven components
to the program: Education,
Job Club, Family Life & Sex
Education, Mental Health,
Medical & Dental Services,
Self-Expression and Lifetime
Individual Sports.
Education is supported
by tutoring, homework help
and
test
preparation.
Through the JWB grant, 40
computers were purchased
for use by the teens in the
program. Recently, Focus
EduVation, a computer software development group,
donated software designed
to increase math skills and
also offer help in other areas
of achievement.
Job Club uses a model
similar in scope to Junior
Achievement and participants
meet once a week. Club
members open personal

Dr. Michael Carrera received key to the city
from council members.
checking accounts at SunTrust Bank with the assistance of bank manager
Precious Green. They are
taught how to balance a check
book, deposit money and
maintain a checking ledger.
Another component of
the Job Club, overseen by
Freeman Hinson, is entrepreneurial in nature and engages the children in
activities such as creating
and selling greeting cards
during the holidays. They
also learn about careers and
what they need to do now in
preparation of their potential
career goals.
Licensed Clinical Social
Worker Brenda SmithJones, engages the teens in
Power Group once a week
on topics such as bullying
and self-confidence. She
also meets with the kids individually to discuss personal
matters
and
occasionally offers family
support in times of need.
The Lifetime Individual
Sports component exposes
the teens to sports beyond
typical team sports and fosters exposure to sports such
as golf, tennis and swimming. They are the type of
sport pursuits that can be

practiced throughout a lifetime.
The health component,
according to Jenkins, has as
a goal of making each teen
an advocate for their own
health. The Carrera program not only educates
them on the necessity of
dental and medical checkups, it also assists with following
through
by
scheduling appointments
and helping with transportation. Healthy nutrition is
also taught and healthy
snacks are provided.
“It is hard to talk your
way out of a social problem,
talking about sex separately
from other social problems
doesn’t work. We have to
move from fragmentation to
wholeness,” said Carrera.
“These kids are experiencing real poverty, alienation,
marginalization with no
grown-up there to say –
everything is going to be alright, with affection.”
Two thirds of the children in the Carrera Program come from single
family households and
many are from high risk
area, but Jenkins feels that
with the right support, “we
can make a difference.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
JPPNA hosts black history program




By Jon Wilson

Celebrating Women’s History Month
Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Assn. salutes
Beulah McCloud, seated.

Sheila L. Peterson
accepts honors for her
mother, Dorothy Lamb.

Shandra Brown accepts Bobby Thompson accepts
honors for her
honors for his mother,
grandmother, Ann Killen.
Jessie Thompson.

Alice Pearl Felder accepts honors
for her mother, Beatrice Barton.
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Association hosted
its inaugural Black History
Celebration Mon., Feb 25. at
the Enoch Davis Center.
The program paid homage to seven living seniors,
who lived in Jordan Park, for
their impact, support, and
humanitarian efforts shown
to residents of Jordan Park
Projects.
In attendance witnessing
this monumental occasion
were the JPPNA members,
honoree’s family members
and friends. Thunderous applause filled the room as
each honoree briefly spoke

Brenda Gilstrap
accepts honors for
Samuel Payne.

Jeanette Jones accepts honors
for her husband, Sam Jones.

of their longevity and abundant life experiences.
The highlight of the program was listening to the
honorees
acceptance
speeches. Some spoke of
being active in exercise
classes at the YMCA and
others spoke about their occupations. For example, one
honoree spoke about working an occupation for more
than 75 years. All spoke
about their experiences in
Jordan Park and they were
pleased to have helped
someone along the way.
At the culmination of the
recognition program, an
overflowing crowd cele-

brated the occasion with the
honorees by enjoying a variety of flavorful refreshments.
Seven honorees were
proudly honored: Beatrice
Barton, Sam Jones, Ann
Killen, Dorothy Lamb, Jessie
“Jay” Thompson, Samuel
Payne and Beulah McCloud.
Each honoree received a
plaque presented by Minson
Rubin and Mr. Rufus Lewis.
The JPPNA, Inc. will host
a Black Heritage Recognition Program annually on
the fourth Monday in February to recognize other well
deserving individuals for
their tremendous contributions to the community.

Christine Wigfall Morris, Clearwater’s
first African-American librarian, ranks
among the city’s most influential women because of the positive impact she had during
the waning days of segregation – and even
after Jim Crow laws and customs had fallen
by the wayside.
During her 33-year library career, Morris encouraged thousands of people to appreciate both the importance of reading and the
inherent joy in it. The Pinellas High School
graduate in 1950 led the effort to open a new
Clearwater library. It was called the “Negro
Library” and was situated in a storefront at
Pennsylvania Avenue and Cedar Street (now
named Palmetto Street).
Known by most in the community as
“Miss Chris,” Morris was hired as a librarian
by the city in 1949. She had attended
Bethune-Cookman College and had spent
three years in Philadelphia, where she
worked for Curtis Publishing Co., checking
magazines such as the Saturday Evening
Post and Ladies Home Journal as they flew
off the presses. But because of strict segregation here, she had never been inside a
Clearwater library.
“Before I was hired, African Americans
could not go into the main library,” Morris
told American Libraries, the magazine of the
American Library Association, in an interview two years ago. “You could take books
back for some of the families, but there was
no place for us to go. That was the reason
why a number of concerned citizens went to
the city commissioners.”
When the library opened, Morris did
every chore associated with the facility – she
checked out books, checked them in, swept
the floors, took out the trash and made sure
everything was maintained at a high level.
Besides her library duties, Morris
took an activist’s role in pursuing equality
for African Americans. She conducted
voter registration drives at the library and
organized a tutoring program for people
preparing to take high school equivalency tests. She also started a summer
reading program for children, making it
appealing by putting on puppet shows, offering story hours, and later, movies.
Such innovative approaches helped encourage children to visit the library.

Morris at a book signing in 2010.
She also started an annual arts and
crafts festival and established an African
American collection, which contains information about the civil rights years, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., CDs, pictures, spirituals,
and African-American cookbooks.
Morris was born in Register, Ga., but
moved to Clearwater when she was 3. Other
members of the Wigfall family have been in
Clearwater since 1908, pioneers in a village
that at the time still was part of Hillsborough
County. They lived near the North Garden
Avenue business district.
It was there Morris met her future husband, Willie Jack Morris, who was a young
barber in a shop owned by Jonah Miller. The
two wed in 1946, and were married for 45
years. Willie Jack Morris died in 1991.
Christine Wigfall Morris retired in 1983
after 33 years of service. She saw a new library built in 1962, called the Clearwater
Northeast Library Branch. The AfricanAmerican collection was named in her
honor, although some in the community
thought the library itself should have been
named after her.
Two years ago, she co-wrote a history of
her family and of early Clearwater with local
author Barbara Sorey. It is titled Christine
Wigfall Morris: Stories of Family, Community, and History (PublishAmerica, 2010)
and is available through Amazon.com.
Some information for this article
came from the book mentioned above
and from American Libraries magazine.
The article is another in a series about
African-American leaders in St. Petersburg and Pinellas County.

J.J. CANADY
Prayer changes things.

I trust that I can do all things
through Christ that strengthens me.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
In old southeast, mail delivered in song
BY TYLER KILLETTE
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG - Many
old southeast residents know
exactly when their mail arrives. It isn’t the barking dogs
or the thud of letters falling
through the mail slot that tips
them off, but the smooth, sultry voice of Herman Andrew
Edwards, their singing mailman.
He isn’t listening to an
MP3 player or a radio; he’s a
solo act. The soulful, jazzy
lyrics of Neil Sedaka, the
Temptations and the Four
Tops are ingrained in his
memory after years of listening.
Born March 5, 1955, in Pahokee, Fla., Edwards grew up
loving to sing. His 24-year Air
Force career took him all over
the world, but whether in
Japan, Korea, the Philippines,
Thailand, England or Panama,
his music kept him close to
home.
“That’s my passion,” he
said. “I enjoy doing that most
of all.”
Edwards delivers mail to
about 650 homes on a 6-mile
route between Edwards Avenue South and 18th Avenue
South, six days a week. He
rises early to make the 45minute commute from his
home in Ruskin to the Midtown Post Office by 7:30 a.m.

Some days are longer than
others, depending on the volume of mail, he says. But he is
usually driving home in his
2002 Corvette — sports cars
are one of his hobbies — between 5 and 6 p.m.
Edwards has worked full
time at the Midtown Post Office for 13 years. But he never
planned on being a letter carrier.
When he returned home
from his final stint as a master
sergeant in the Air Force, he
took time off to be with his
family in an attempt to make
up for all the years he would
never get back. So much was
missed in the lives of his
daughters, Tameshia, Yolanda
and Mary. His wife of 33 years,
Yvonne, raised them mostly
on her own.
“It’s not easy being a military spouse,” he says. “But the
bond that a military family has,
that’s like no other.”
At first, Edwards occupied
his time playing golf, riding
horses, scuba diving and, of
course, singing. He joined a
doo-wop group and an R&B
group and sang in his church
choir. But eventually he grew
bored and his wife encouraged
him to get a job.
“I guess she got tired of
looking at my pretty face,” he
says with a laugh.
His favorite part of the job
is the people he sees each day.

“For some of the elder customers, I’m the only face they
see during their day,” he says.
He talks about little Mrs.
Meyers, Ms. Copeland and
Mr. and Mrs. Erwin, who will
always say, “Don’t you have a
song for us today, Herman?”
And he always does.
“I’ll pick a song and just
start singing it,” he says. “They
love hearing me do it and I
love doing it.”
Edwards considers his
customers part of his family.
“I feel a real sense of camaraderie here,” he says, perhaps nostalgic of the
camaraderie he experienced
in his Air Force days.
Edwards goes beyond the
requirements of his job, bringing mail to customers’ doors
and smiles to their faces.
USF St. Petersburg junior
Elizabeth Bonert, who lives on
Edwards’ route, says she can’t
help but smile when she sees
him walking down the street.
“He’s definitely not your
average mailman,” she says.
“Everyone knows him and
loves him.”
But if Edwards realizes
the impact he has on his customers, he is humble.
“I’m just walking, singing
and delivering the mail,” he
says.
It’s a few minutes after 6
p.m. Edwards is on his way
home to his wife, his “high

 


Courtesy of

Herman Andrew
Edwards
school sweetheart,” and their
poodle-schipperke, Shadow.
As he drives over the Sunshine Skyway, he bids adieu to
the setting sun with Neil
Sedaka’s “Breaking Up is
Hard to do,” his smoky baritone resonating off the windows of his car.
“You tell me that you’re
leaving. I can’t believe it’s true.
Girl, there’s just no living without you.”
Neighborhood News Bureau (NNB) is a working
newsroom, staffed by USF St.
Petersburg undergraduate and
graduate journalism students.
NNB serves Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community news,
call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Visit us
online at nnbnews.com

Sister Hughes wants to help you
From RIGHTS , page 1

As she began attempting to
reach out to the family she
never knew she had, she
found herself attending more
events that would allow her to
meet more of her kin. At one
event, by chance, she even
met her mother.
“I started going to family
reunions,” Hughes disclosed
even though she felt awkward
because she didn’t know anyone. But her persistence paid
off when she noticed a group
of women lounging by a pool.
She didn’t hesitate to approach
them.
Hughes was about 16
then, and boldly inquired as to
where the reunion was located. She was asked her
name by the ladies at the pool
and in no time another homecoming was underway. A reconciliation of a mother and her
daughter.
Hughes didn’t have the opportunity to become close with
her mom before she passed
away. And with distance between her and nearly all of her
sisters, it usually falls on
Hughes to keep the communication lines open.
“I’m mostly the sister that
is always reaching out, calling,
checking on them, seeing how
they’re doing,” she disclosed

even though she admits they
don’t see each other as often as
they should. “I’m more of a
family person because I didn’t
have one.”
So Hughes throws herself
into her work. An announcer
of the gospel on WRXB 1590
AM, Hughes takes pride in
knowing she’s been on the air
for the last 21 years with no
degree in communication and
a previous job as a custodian.
When I started I was
sweeping the floors, cleaning
the garbage cans,” she said.
“This is something that God
has placed in my life.”
Today however, although
still bringing the sweet sounds
of the gospel along with her
unique brand of advice to dedicated listeners, Hughes is em-

barking on a new journey. She
is adding a medical referral
service to her repertoire.
Although only a few weeks
into the referral service arena,
Hughes is learning a lot and
has high hopes she will not
only be a success, but help out
St. Petersburg residents in
need of guidance after a car accident or slip and fall.
Each Saturday, Hughes
joins host Bro. Jarvis El-Amin
on WRXB 1590 AM along with
experts from the community
to discuss how to maneuver
through insurance issues, as
well as giving inside information to listeners that they may
not be privy to otherwise.
“I’ve been praying for this
to become a success and I’m
asking the community to join

in [and] use the service.”
Hughes urges residents to
tune in and listen to the show
in order to obtain valuable information. Call-ins are welcome and she hopes people
will take advantage when the
phone lines are opened.
“Call in and ask questions.
Don’t wait till the last minute,”
Hughes cautioned warning
that if you’re not prepared correctly it may be too late to seek
financial restitution.
Hughes admits to personally needing a referral service
some years back and advises
everyone to document everything. From pictures to what is
said.
“Have a phone or a camera
around because you never
know,” she warned. “These
companies are not willing to
pay you anything and you
need to have that proof. Keep
yourself covered.”
Tune in each Saturday
starting at 10 a.m. for more
ways to protect yourself before and after an accident
happens. And you can listen
to Dianne Hughes’ radio
show guaranteed to lift your
spirit and soothe your soul
every weekday from noon to
2 p.m., and on weekends
starting at six.
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Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

  

     



       
       
      
 

        

     
    

      


       
       

      
       
     

      

 
     
      

      
   
 

      
    


 
 
      

      

     









 
 



 

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

 











 



Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.
Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Academy Prep students support the
fight against cancer
At Academy Prep, we
focus on teaching our
students to give back to
the community throughout the year by involving
them in volunteer projects and fundraising efforts. Most recently,
Academy Prep participated in Olive Garden’s
Pasta for Pennies, a national fundraising program in partnership with
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Since 1994, the
Pasta for Pennies program has raised more than $53 million to support the fight against blood-related cancers,
help fund important life-saving initiatives and provide critical services to patients and their families.
Collection jars were placed in each Academy Prep classroom for students to fill with spare change for the Pasta
for Pennies program. Once the money was collected, the
5th grade girls went to TD Bank to deposit the change
using TD Bank Penny Arcade, which quickly counted the
money from each class to reveal the grand total. In only
two weeks, Academy Prep raised $236.69 towards the
Pasta for Pennies Program! For raising the most money,
our 6th grade girls and boys will receive a pasta lunch
courtesy of Olive Garden. Congratulations to our students
for their success in supporting this great cause!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Annie Robinson receives praise

Nurse working to bring the
neighborhood back to life

From ANNIE, page 1
From MELROSE, page 1

Class (E-7) Annie HodgesRobinson celebrated her
60th birthday and military
retirement at a banquet
ceremony filled with
music, dancing, laughter,
and tears.
From friends, to coworkers, to past military
personnel, Annie was
roasted in style.
“She was a med tech
and a pharmacy tech and
she knows everything,”
stated Mistress of Ceremonies and loving daughter Dana Hall. “You know
more than me. I’m going
to give you that.”
But the gloves soon
came off and an audience
full of well wishers was
treated to funny tidbits
about Annie, leaving
laughter floating through
the hall.
“Everyone knows that
she’s long winded,” Hall
continued to tease. “If she
says grace before a big
meal, don’t expect to eat
for the next two hours.”
But it was all in good
fun. Annie is well known
around town as the “go to
person” anytime there’s
something needing to be
done. Her determination
and great organizational
skills have earned her a
reputation for outstanding
party planning, but more
importantly her aptitude at
taking care of military
families and disabled veterans have labeled her a
saint in the eyes of many.
“Annie is one of those
rare people that you meet
who knows how to deal
with people,” confided former military retiree Sergeant First Class Wiloan
Cotton,
affectionately
known to her comrades as
Peaches Sergeant Cotton.
Together they comprised
part of the 349 Combat
Support Hospital working
closely together to lend a
helping hand to families in
need.
“It was a pleasure to
work with her and she
took her duties seriously,”
Sgt. Cotton disclosed as
she recounted how important it was to have Annie
on the job. “She made sure
that
everybody
was
trained around her to
know what we had to do in
order to support the families if the 349 was called
up.”
Throughout Annie’s
life she has strived to always excel. Earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Psychology and becoming
a graduate student who
went on to hone her craft

at a Pharmacy Technical
School, she is well educated and an expert in her
field of medicine.
In the midst of all her
education, Annie enlisted
in the military serving as a
platoon sergeant and a
medical specialist.
“You don’t need a master’s degree to serve. You
don’t need to know Einstein’s theory of relativity
to serve,” St. Petersburg
City Council Member
Wengay Newton told gathered friends and family.
“All you need is heart and
I want to thank her for
doing that. I think that’s
important.”
And it is her heart that
has been the driving force
in making her a success in
everything she attempts in
life. Both her sister Georgia Johnson and daughter
Dana agree Annie is multitalented. From floral
arranger, to event planner,
to cake designer, she is an
expert at most things she
attempts because she pays
extreme attention to detail.
Dana fondly remembers the time her mom
embarked on the task of
making a Dora the Explorer cake for her daughter’s third birthday.
“It was the prettiest,
darkest Dora I have ever
seen,” Dana said amidst a
roomful of laughter.
Sylvia Martin met
Annie nearly 50 years ago
through the Department
of Children and Families
(DCF) when Annie was
transporting a child to her
home. She didn’t hesitate
for a second to discuss
Annie’s gentle nature and
how proud she was to call
her a friend.
“Annie has done a lot
to save her country,” Martin said, “but she’s also
served the children.”
During their discussion Martin came to realize she was related to
Annie through marriage.
Annie’s uncle married her
husband’s aunt. She’s “always been a cousin to me,”
Martin laughed.
Then 12 years ago
their paths crossed yet
again when Martin joined
Mount Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church.
“Annie always has a
smile on her face,” Martin
informed. “She always
treated us like family and
she always talked about
her daughter and grandchildren.”
And that feeling of fam-

One of the buildings the Brayboys are rehabbing.

Posing with her sister Georgia Johnson.

Daughter Dana Hall presided over the event.

Grandson Antonio Johnson shows his love.

Another source of pride
for the area is the renovation
of two buildings located on
the southwest corner of
22nd Street and 9th Avenue
South. These buildings are
undergoing rehabilitation
and will soon be open for tenants.
“The Brayboy family
took over the buildings,
which are being renovated
for tenants to occupy. The repairs include new roofs for
buildings, electrical upgrade
and painting.”
In addition to these projects, new homes targeting
veterans and mixed income
residents are also being
built, while some homes are
being rehabilitated to offer
reasonable rates for rent and
mortgages.
A new sidewalk was recently installed that extends
from the Jordan Park Housing units to 22nd Street and
13th Avenue South where
crossing guards escort students and family members
safely across the street while
walking to Melrose Elementary School.
Nurse adds that several
banks have invested in properties for the Wounded Warriors Program, which is
designed to help veterans
from
the
Iraq
and
Afghanistan wars secure
new homes specially designed for their needs.

There are more properties in the area that have
been acquired by the city,
and affordable housing is
planned for those vacant lots
as well. Some churches are
also getting involved with
purchasing land and rehabbing properties. For example, 20th Street Church of
Christ has expressed interest in investing and renovating houses around the
church and helping members buy homes.
Nurse was able to secure
$400,000 from the city that
will provide a rehab-rebate
incentive of 20 percent to applicants who invest $25,000
worth of rehab investment to
eligible properties. Once this
program is up and running,
applicants can go to the Permitting section of the city to
apply for the rebate.
The participating eligible
neighborhoods
include
Bartlett, Campbell, Melrose/Mercy and Childs
Park.
The
entire
Melrose/Mercy neighborhood is eligible, but only certain parts of Bartlett,
Campbell Park and Childs
Park are.
Nurse also announced
that in the coming weeks, a
new manufacturing company is planning to open in
the Dome Industrial Park
that touts possibly 25 new
immediate job openings.





Friends danced the night away.
ily permeates in every re- Johnson, stepped up to
lationship Annie forms. take his turn at roasting
Baking cakes, creating flo- his “Nana,” he couldn’t
ral arrangements and of- find one thing to joke
fering advice to long time about.
family members and even
“She has an open
those she’s only known for house for everybody and
a short time, Retired Sgt. anybody,” he expressed to
Annie Hodges-Robinson is a roomful of guests. “She
a beacon of the past that was a second mother to
can’t be replicated.
me and she’s been right
In fact, when grandson there by my side just like
extraordinaire, Antonio my mom.”
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HEALTH & BEAUTY


By Marlo Scott

Seven years ago, two ambitious young brothers,
Craig and Lance Latimer,
with the help of their parents,
Lawrence and Paulette Latimer, set out to redefine family hair care.
With four barber chairs
and a large enough waiting
area to accommodate whole
families, the brothers have
created a lucrative business
that can be passed down from
generation to generation.
Located at 2400 Martin
Luther King St. S., Lat and
Son’s Hair Care exudes family, love, and compassion.
From one patron watching
another client’s child while
the dad sits in the barber
chair, to a young man sweeping the floor to help pay for
his hair cut, you get the feeling that even though your last
name may not be Latimer,
you are a part of their family.
By empowering the
younger generation, “a reach
one, teach one” vibe is felt
within their walls, and their
mother is the driving force
behind it. In her efforts to
promote literacy, Mrs.
Paulette, a retired school
teacher, has a neatly organized reading area full of
books, and even gives them
out to the children who
come into the shop.
As all good mothers do,
Mrs. Paulette makes sure
her boys are fed well, bringing up food to the shop from
time to time. She even
picked out their matching
outfits for the photo for this
article.
Pick any day that the
open sign is flashing, and
you’ll find their father, who
has been given the moniker
of “Pops Latimer,” acting as a
security guard, maintenance
man, and an all-around vessel of wisdom, knowledge
and encouragement.
“This is the new era of
the barbershop and environ-

Who’s doing
your hair?

ment where the whole family can be involved. Women
are welcomed, we’ll even
groom the family dog,”
Lance said jokingly.
“If a new employee
comes to this establishment
without a strong desire for
family, even though that individual may be one of the
best barbers out there, it
won’t work. They may as
well keep looking,” said
Craig.
In this “all for one, and
one for all” atmosphere, new
customers are guided to the
newest member of the barbering family so that they
may build clientele, and “feed
their families,” said Lance.
This group of licensed
barbers take their careers
most seriously by coming
into work sometimes seven
days a week. They prepare
mentally for a long day of
work by opening with prayer
thanking God for what they
have and giving them the
strength to traverse another
day in His care.
Then the jokes and debates begin. With Google
acting as a referee, these
lively discussions can last all
day. But when 6:30 p.m. approaches and if you’re not already in a chair, you may be
asked to come back the next
day because the barbers
head home to be with their
families.
“You don’t want your
kids growing up and saying
they never got to do anything because dad was always at the barbershop,”
said Craig. “Time is very important.”
The blueprint for a successful barbershop has been
laid out so well that Craig
could see a franchise in the
future.
“I would want to stay
within the community, and I
wouldn’t want to move out of
Midtown because I’ve seen

children from countless
families grow up within
these walls right before my
very eyes,” he said.
A graduate of Florida
Career College in 1995,
master barber Craig was
impressed by barbers of
yesteryear.
“For me,” said Craig, “it
was the swag of the barbers in my community like
Mr. Frank of Frank’s Barbershop, Mr. Anderson of
Anderson’s Barbershops
and Mr. Ted of Ted’s Barbershop. They were selfemployed and always had a
pocket full of money. They
were such positive role
models in our community.”
Coming from the school
of “it takes a village to raise a
child,” no kid sits in Craig’s
chair without answering a
battery of questions about
school, grades, or love interests. He is the proud father
of two, and a newlywed.
Master barber Lance
graduated from Sunstate
Academy in 2000. He spent
the early days of his career
cutting hair in Clearwater.
Once his craft was perfected,
he returned to St. Pete.
Like his brother, he imparts wisdom to those sitting
in his chair. Through his
own life experience, he
shares his story with the
younger generation in hopes
that it will steer them clear of
the dangerous path he once
treaded.
“God changed my life
not long ago; I was out there
running the streets and was
struggling with the stronghold of addiction. I was
blessed enough to be a survivor of that not so fabulous
street life that is so ugly. I
want to offer sound spiritual
direction and encouragement by letting these young
men know that they can
make it in life and be spared
from the tangling web of the

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
A new client comes into the salon and
everything is going fine until she blurts
out: “Girl, did you hear about that girl who
had a baby from Mrs. Sally’s husband?
Girl, by the time she found out, they had
been at it for at least three or four years.”
By the time the gossip left her lips, other
clients in the shop were already texting and
calling other to spread the news.

Stop it, I say! How the situation
should have gone down is that the stylist
responsible for the big mouth client should
have taken her aside and told her to stop
running her mouth. The salon is a professional place of business, and if you can’t
straighten up and fly right, you need to
land your feathers someplace else.

Herbal Remedies
Got a hangnail?
Hangnails is a skin condition in which
the skin on the sides of the finger become
rough and dry mostly resulting from your
hands being in water too much and not
keeping them moisturized enough.
You will need: a small bowl (ceramic or
glass), 1/2 cup of warm water, 1 teaspoon
of almond oil (or some type of nut oil because they are higher in fats), 1 drop of
rosemary oil, 1 tsp. of dry sage. Mix together 1 spoon of aloe jelly and one spoon
of petroleum jelly and place to the side. Get
1 pair of socks and clear plastic wrap.

Take the warm water and add the oils;
place hands into mixture and soak for 1520 minutes. Clip off hang nail with a clean
nail clipper then dry hands with a cloth
towel (a paper towel would be too rough).
Mix the aloe jelly with the petroleum jelly
and sage. Apply mixture to hands, wrap in
clear wrap, then place hands in socks and
sit for an hour. Do this 2-3 times that week
until you notice relief. Remember to constantly apply a moisturizer to your hands
to prevent reoccurrence.
**THIS IS NOT MEDICAL ADVISE**

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

L-R, Lawrence Latimer, Lance Latimer, Craig Latimer,
Josh Wilson and Maurice Williams.
streets,” Lance confided.
A family man, Lance
spends a lot of time with his
son who lives in Brandon.
He has no problems traveling back and forth because
he wants to continue being
an active parent in his child’s
life. He is a member of the
Traveler’s Rest Missionary
Baptist Church and enjoys
bible study, Sunday school,
and men’s choir.
In the future, he would
like to help people in a more
direct way by possibly working in a youth home or by
counseling children that
have fallen into the juvenile
justice system. He encourages the youth of today to develop a desire to turn away
from bad and to look to the
Lord for help.
Even though Josh Wilson is not related to the Latimer family by blood, he has
been a member of their extended family for over four
years. A graduate of AIB Barber College in Largo, this
single father sought out barbering because he needed a
career that would support
his family.
“I’ve worked for Raymond James and Tropicana

Field in lower entry level
jobs that didn’t put food on
the table, pay the bills, buy
gas, or pay for childcare.
Also, I really needed a flexible schedule because being
a father is my number one
priority.”
Wilson related that working in a family atmosphere
has really come in handy
when he didn’t have childcare. He parks his daughter
in a stroller and she works
alongside of him if need be.
“The Latimer family is as
close as family can be to me.
We get along as a real as family,” said Wilson.
Like his barbering brothers, Wilson won’t let young
ones out of his chair without
trying to instill good qualities
in them.
“When you sit in my
chair I am very cool, calm
and collected, not the
preaching type, but I do instill happiness and the power
of positivity.”
In the future, Wilson
would like to run a Latimer
family franchise or branch
off on his own.
The fourth barber in the
Latimer family is Maurice
Williams. A 2011 AIB

Academy graduate, he is the
newest addition to Lat and
Son’s Hair Care. This married father of four has always
wanted to be self-employed
and has always wanted to cut
hair, so being a barber was
an easy choice to make.
Unlike his brethren,
Williams is not much of a
talker.
“When cutting, I’m concentrating the whole time on
the person. I’m not much of
a talker, but I pick up jewels
of knowledge from the other
three barbers. I just want to
be a positive influence and
send a positive message by
my actions,” he said.
But don’t think that is all
to this mild mannered barber who enjoys reading and
relaxing. Williams has another side to him as the
owner of a recording studio
in downtown St. Pete and
host an online talk show
about hip hop music.
So the next time you
need an edge or have too
much gray in your beard,
stop by and visit with the Latimer family for some good,
clean family fun at 2400 MLK
St. S., St Petersburg, or call
(727) 895-1347.

WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Taming hunger is key
If I could assign percentages to the difficulty of making significant changes to eating habits, I would give calorie counting a
10% compared to 90% for fighting the temptation of hunger and cravings. Maybe even
5% to 95%. I think it’s because the first part
is the mental part where all you have to do
is use your brain. I have a pretty analytical
side and like things that are structured and
regulated. Keeping lists and checking
things off is part of who I am. In fact, sometimes I write things down that I’ve already
done, just so I can check it off.
The really tough part is the mind over
matter part, as I wrote about last week.
Here’s the scenario: a protein packed
breakfast, fruit for a morning snack, salad
for lunch and a dinner of lean meat and veggies. Most calories are accounted for, dinner dishes are washed and then it’s time for
me to watch my family continue to snack. I
have to smell chicken tenders or look at a
piping hot pepperoni pizza. Sometimes it’s
brownies or Nestle Toll House cookies.
And on a night when I don’t see and smell
sugary, greasy food, I have to watch footage
of it on TV commercials. A person can only
take so much before caving in.
Ask someone who has conquered the
weight battle what their secret magic trick
is and you’ll learn that it is always some variation of “eat less, exercise more.” But if
that’s so simple, why is eating well so hard?
The answer is hunger.
In an article by Psych Central on
hunger, the author states: “In order to identify hunger, you must first understand what

it is. This is not as easy as it seems. Many
of you may never have let yourself experience true hunger, only a feeling of discomfort. Not knowing exactly what it was, you
may have been eating past hunger for such
a long time you can no longer differentiate
between hunger and the feeling of anxiety,
stress, boredom, or any number of other
emotional or circumstantial stimuli. You
haven’t allowed yourself to go without eating for a long enough period of time to have
felt true hunger; you may not have experienced it since childhood.”
Now the reason it’s a challenge becomes more clear. Our body has a powerful ability to tell our brain that we NEED
to eat. Logically, you know at the end of the
day that you will not starve to death if
you’ve consumed 1200 calories of healthy,
nutritious food but your brain will use
every trick in the book to convince you
that you must eat more between dinner
and bedtime. Once you learn that it is beneficial to go to bed “hungry” (remember,
this isn’t really feeling hunger as much as
unsatisfied) you will truly start to conquer
your battle in letting food get the best of
you. Visit my blog at www.wellnesschallege2013.com to learn about how eating the
right foods can help you feel full all day
long.
This week’s challenge: after dinner, stop
eating for the night and learn to let yourself
move past the feeling of wanting to continue to eat. As will all changes, it will get
easier over time and you’ll get a great satisfaction for winning at this.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
The history of the
Central Intercollegiate
Athletic Association

CIAA Women’s Final - Shaw University claims
third consecutive title

CHARLOTTE, N.C. –
During this time of the
year, big time colleges are
positioning themselves for
“March Madness.” However the CIAA Tournament is the largest
African-American tournament that features HBCU
(Historically Black Colleges and Universities).
It was founded in 1912
as the Colored Intercollegiate Athletic Association,
and it is the oldest athletic
association in the nation. It
is comprised of teams
spanning from Pennsylvania to North Carolina.
Bowie State, Shaw University, Johnson C. Smith and
Livingstone just to name a
few.
The CIAA contains private and public colleges
and universities with enrollment fluctuating from
750-7,000 students. Here
is a startling fact, 80 percent of the CIAA alumni
reside in the District of Columbia, Maryland, North
Carolina and Virginia.
The conference is
headquartered in Hampton, Va. There is a plethora
of academic success
which is a staple in the
conference. They also recognize male and female
athletes of the year for
their excellence on and off
the field.
Furthermore,
the

CHARLOTTE, N. C. Shaw University Bears (254) women’s basketball
team is no stranger when it
comes to winning the CIAA
Basketball Tournament.
The Bears have won the
CIAA for the third year in a
row and their eight out of
the last eleven years. Shaw
steamrolled past Fayetteville State (24-5) 72-53 last
Saturday at Time Warner
Cable Arena.
The Bears won the Division II national championship last year, completely
annihilated the Broncos
who split two meeting earlier in the season. This season they endured a rash of
injuries to become the first
CIAA program to win three
consecutive titles twice.
The deciding factor for
the Bears was their bench

CIAA boasts a list of professional athletes such as
Ben Wallace (Detroit Pistons), Charles Oakley
(Chicago
Bulls,
NY
Knicks) and Darrell Armstrong (Fayetteville State).
Outside of sports they
have produced some great
African American leaders
such as Maynard Jackson
(first black Mayor of Atlanta), Douglas Wilder
(first black elected Governor of Virginia) and Andrew Young (first black
Ambassador to the United
Nations)
The “Queen City” has
been the host of the CIAA
Tournament for the past
eight years. Over the
course of the tournament
the city looks for to an estimated $50 million windfall from the visitors for
the week.
The CIAA has produced some very fine athletes and scholars who
have had a worldwide impact and they will continue
to be on the cutting edge
on and off the field.

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

play, which outscored
Fayetteville 38-6. Reserves
Crystal Harris and tournament MVP Taylor Dalrymple scored 16 and 18 points
respectively by going 13 of
28 shooting to compliment
starter Crystal Wilson’s 18
points. Shaw won the battle
in the paint by outscoring
the Broncos 40-16. Fayetteville trailed 30-26 by they
could not keep the pace
with the Bears relentless inside play. The Broncos

went 7 for 21 from 3 point
range. Shaw pulled away
with an 11-3 run to open the
second half and stymied
the Broncos with a 2-3
zone.
Coach Jacques Curtis
said, “This team has been
through a lot. We started
with 18 players and ended
up with 11. There have
been moments during the
season the someone has
come up big for us. Our
post players wanted it, they

knew that they had to battle, we were really hungry.”
The Bears are one the
best
African-American
women’s team in the country. They will advance to
the Division II playoffs.
Look out for the Bears who
are the defending Division
II national champions to defend their crown. They are
probably the prohibitive favorite going into the Division II tournament.

Michael Jordan wants ‘shameless’ paternity suit
Next head coach of the against him dismissed
Gladiators?
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Over the last several
years, the Gibbs Gladiators have changed football
coaches an inordinate
amount of times. After Al
Davis retired and left the
program, they hired Yusef
Shakir who seemed to be
a perfect fit; however, he
used Gibbs as a resume
builder and bolted to his
alma mater Tallahassee
Lincoln.
Then enters former
Buc Donnie Abraham,
who incidentally will be
the head coach this spring
at Clearwater High; he
only lasted for one year.
Last but not least was Antonio Knox, who recently
resigned to spend more
time with his family.
It is puzzling why they
have waited so late to
name Knox’s successor.
Spring
practice
has
started and they do not
have a head coach. Was
Knox forced to resign?
Could there have been
other underlying factors?
They are not lacking in
talent, but the problem
seems to be finding the
right person to resuscitate
a program that has so
much potential. Over the
next week or so, a new
coach should be filling the
shoes of Knox.
There were over 90 applicants who applied for
the seemingly coveted position. Apparently the list
has been narrowed down.
There are some candidates with some thorough
knowledge of the game
such as Jeremy Frioud

(defensive coordinator,
Largo High), Anthony
Givens (longtime Gibbs
assistant coach) and
Richard Kravitz (former
defensive Coordinator at
USF, FAMU and position
coach at Youngstown
State). Each of the following coaches has great experience with handling
kids from the inner city.
Frioud has led the defense for the Packers for a
few years and could be a
valuable asset to change
the culture of the program. On the other hand,
Kravitz is no stranger to
the Pinellas County football. He coached at Lakewood during the 1980s
when the Spartans were
one of the premier programs in South County.
Givens, who has been
a longtime assistant under
various coaching regimes
at Gibbs, could be on the
verge of a breakthrough.
He may be the logical
choice because of his familiarity with kids at the
school. However it all depends on which direction
the Gladiators want to go
in.
Finally there have
been a plethora of administrative changes over the
years from Principal’s and
Athletic Director and
Football coaches. Now is
the time to stabilize a program that has so much unlimited potential and the
search committee must
carefully scrutinize their
finalists. The Gladiator job
is wanted by many but
only one will be chosen,
let’s see who can bring the
program back to prominence.

Basketball hall of famer
Michael Jordan asked a
Georgia court on Monday
to dismiss a paternity suit
against him, calling it a
“shameless, bad faith attempt to abuse the legal
system.”
Jordan’s lawyer John
Mayoue said in a document
filed in Fulton County Superior Court that the six-time
NBA champion is not the
father of Pamela Y. Smith’s
16-year-old son. The paternity of the teen was “conclusively established” in
divorce filings between
Smith and her ex-husband,
Jordan’s attorney wrote.
Jordan, 50, is the majority owner of the NBA’s
Charlotte Bobcats. His
spokeswoman Estee Portnoy released a statement to
The Associated Press.
“Public records show
that the paternity of the
child was established in a
prior case in this same
court many years ago and
that Michael Jordan is not
the father. He also filed a
counterclaim seeking sanctions for the false claims
made against him. It is unfortunate that well-known
figures are the target of
these kind of claims.
Michael Jordan will vigorously defend himself and
his reputation.”
In response to Smith’s
lawsuit, Jordan’s lawyer attached a 2003 divorce court
filing between Smith and
her then-husband Glenville
G. Reynolds. The document said the marriage produced one child and listed
the boy’s birth date and
name. At the end of the
document, there is a statement signed by Smith saying everything is “true and

correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief.”
The filing said Smith
will have legal and physical
custody of the child and
Reynolds can have visitation. Reynolds was expected to pay child support
for the child.
A telephone listed for
Reynolds was disconnected. Smith’s publicist
did not immediately have a
comment on Jordan’s court
filing.
Smith’s lawsuit requests
Jordan take a paternity test,
pay child support and share
medical, dental and hospital
costs not covered by insurance. She also requested
the boy’s last name be
changed to Jordan, and
asked a judge to order the
Georgia Department of
Vital Records to issue him a
new birth certificate.
Not much evidence is
needed for a judge to compel someone in Georgia to

submit to a paternity test,
said Randy Kessler, an Atlanta attorney who specializes in family law and is not
involved in this case. It’s
not terribly invasive because it’s just a saliva test,
he said.
“The judge has to have
a good faith belief that
there’s a good enough reason to do it,” Kessler said.
The lawsuit requests
that any hearing or trial be
conducted in closed court
to protect the teen’s privacy.
However, Smith’s publicist acknowledged the teen
posted a video to YouTube
on Dec. 25, saying Jordan is
his father and that he wants
him to play a larger role in
his life.
“Pamela had no choice
but to support her son and
his desire to forge a relationship with his father,”
Smith’s publicist, April
Love, said in a statement

Friday. “That’s why she is
now speaking out and
prompting Michael to do
the right thing.”
Love said Smith, 48, and
Jordan met in Chicago in
the late 1980s.
According to court documents, Smith does not
have an attorney. A court
date is scheduled for
March 12.
Jordan remains one of
the most recognized sports
figures in the world nearly
10 years after his retirement from the NBA. He
was a 14-time NBA all-star
and won six championships
with the Chicago Bulls and
was named the finals MVP
six times.
On March 17, 2010, the
NBA Board of Governors
unanimously approved Jordan’s purchase of the Bobcats, making him the first
former NBA player ever to
become the majority owner
of a league franchise.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for March 2013
Mar 5 - Usher Board # 2
meeting at 7 p.m.
Mar 6 - Music Council
Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Mar 7 - WIA meeting at 7
p.m.
Mar 9 - New Membership
Fellowship at McDonald’s

(5111 Gulfport Blvd S) at 9 a.m.
Pastor’s Aid Meeting at 11 a.m.
Deaconess Meeting at noon.
Minister’s Wives Meeting at
noon.
Mar 11 - Church Outing ~
Mt. Zion Primitive (Church’s
86th Anniversary) 7 p.m.
Mar 12 - Children Youth
Ministry Bible Study - The Plan
of Salvation at 6 p.m.
Mar 17 - Men in Harmony ~
Annual Concert at 4 p.m.
Mar 18-22 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention I
Jacksonville, FL.
Mar 24 - Palm Sunday
Mar 27-29 - Congress # 2
Mar 29 - Good Friday
Mar 31 - Resurrection Sunday (Easter) –Two Services:
Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sun-

day morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday
seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

United for Christ
United for Christ invites
you to their Women and
Men’s Day program scheduled for Sunday, March 10 at
11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
11 a.m. Guest Speakers:
- Minister Diana Hunt
fromMt. Zion Progressive
- Evangelist Cynthia Jenkins from First Mt. Zion

- Ms. Elyse Deloach from
Soul Harvest Fellowship
4 p.m. Guest Speakers:
- Reverend Walter Jenkins from First Mt. Zion
- Elder Samuel Kicklighter from the Greater
Upper
Room
Holiness
Church
- Elder Fred Ragsdale

- Reverend Sam Mincey
from Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
United for Christ invites
you to their Fundraiser on
Sat., March 16 from 11 a.m. –
4 p.m. Serving fish and
shrimp dinners. Please call
727-687-8400 for more information.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House in the City,” under the
leadership of Dr Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered,
People-centered, Team-centered and Biblebased teaching ministry; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and

Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.
We also encourage the community to make use of our Prayer
Line. (727-321-9645)
The Youth Ministry is
preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest, Sat., March 16 from 113 p.m. on the grounds of Bethel
Metropolitan.
Activities: Bouncers, music,

seniors corner, horseshoes, volleyball, basketball, soft ball, T-ball,
gospel line dancing, jump rope
and much more. Clothing, shoe
giveaway and grill master cookoff – who can really burn on the
grill? Come taste their samples!
Bring the family! Bring your
friends! Look to see you there!
Celebrating God’s favor and
blessings with church family and
community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax:
727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.co
m. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
The New Mount Olive
Primitive Baptist Church cordially invites everyone to our
All Ministries Day on the
third Sun., March 17. Our
Men of Valor Empowered
(M.O.V.E.) Ministry is in
charge of this program. The
theme is “Use the Gift.” The
supporting scripture is Ephesians 4:1. We are expecting
an uplifting,joyful time as we
praise our God. Our Fellowship Singers will render song
service at the 11 a.m. service
and our dynamic pastor,

Elder Cedric L. Williams will
bring the morning message.
The Junior Ushers will graciously greet you at the door.
Our guest for the 3:30 p.m.
service will be the efficient
Elder Christopher O’Bryant
and Zion Hill Primitive Baptist Church of Lakeland, FL.
Come one, come all and help
us make this day a memorable occasion as we continue
to grow people with a passion
for God’s principles.
On the fourth Sun.,
March 24, at 4 p.m., we will

observe our Parsonage Mortgage Burning. We thank God
for bringing us this far. We invite all to come and celebrate
with us as we give praises to
God for allowing us to make
this accomplishment. Elder
Bruce Sanders, Pastor of St.
James Primitive Baptist
Church of Mulberry FL will
bring the message and the
Brothers of Harmony will
render the song service.
Come on out, we will be looking for you.

Mt. Pilgrim Church
Pastor Clark Hazley and
the Mt. Pilgrim Church Family extend an invitation to join
us for “Friends and Family
Day.” This joyous occasion
will take place on March 10 at
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church located at 4000
5th Ave. S.
The theme will be “Come
as our guest, leave as our
friend.” The thematic scripture comes from Romans
12:10. The day long celebra-

tion will begin with the study
of God’s word in Sunday
school at 8:45 a.m. followed
by Praise and Worship at 10
a.m.
The message for the day
will be delivered by Pastor
Hazley. Following morning
worship there will be the opportunity for plenty of fellowship, food and fun. The attire
for this day is casual so come
as you are and expect to be
blessed.

2013 Easter Production
The 10th Street Church
of God & New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 2013
Easter Production presents
“God Is Not Dead” featuring
five time Stellar Awards Winner Pastor Charles Jenkins
singing “Awesome,” #1
gospel song of the year from
“The Best of Both Worlds,”
Inspired People CD.
Pastor Jenkins was born
and raised in St. Petersburg,
and grew up singing in the
“Sunshine Choir” at 10th
Street Church of God. Pastor
Jenkins became a licensed
minister at age 16 and was ordained two years later. He attended
Moody
Bible

Institute, Chicago, IL where
he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Christian Education and he has a Master
of Arts in Religion from Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School. He has served as
Senior Pastor at Fellowship
Missionary Baptist Church
Chicago, for the past 12
years. Pastor Jenkins is married to Dr. Tara Rawls-Jenkins and is the father of
Princess, Paris and Charles
Jenkins, III. He is the son of
Gwendolyn Elaine Jenkins of
St. Petersburg and the older
brother of Carlton Jenkins,
Chicago, IL.
The production is Friday,

March 22, at 7 p.m. Lakewood High School Auditorium 1400 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg. For more information call New Hope MBC
727-896-5228 or 10th St. COG
contact 727-867-3242. Contact
person for article information: Rosalyn Connelly 727867-3242.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey
for 2013 in His glory and honor.
We will saturate the year with a
focus to introduce Jesus Christ
to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you
to come and fellowship with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 24 – National Marriage Celebration: The Ship
will be recognizing our married couples during the 10:45
a.m. worship service. Come
join us as we commend their
Victory in Christ. All FMBC
married couples are encouraged to register (Marriage
Ministry) in the church
atrium by Sun., March 17.
March 25 – 29: ROAD TO

CALVARY REVIVAL – 7 p.m.
nightly. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor and the Friendship
family invite you to participate in a Road to Calvary Experience! Bring a friend,
family member or loved one
for awesome praise and worship PLUS powerful nightly
messages. Now is your time
for “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice and Total Stewardship.” II Corinthians 9:6-8.
March 31 – Resurrection
Sunday! A Sunday celebration rejoicing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ promises
to be a vibrant mix of praise
music with Choir-led and
congregational singing and
inspiring messages laced
with God’s love from Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. Worship Service at
6:45 a.m. and 10 a.m.,
Drama Ministry at 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast will be served.

Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Morning
Service starts at 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. as we study in the
Book of MARK, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Our telephone
number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!
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